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Rising Seventh Graders 

Independent Summer Reading Activities  

 

Summer vacation is here and signals the opportunity for fun, sun, and spending time 

with friends and family. As you enjoy the summer, it is the perfect time to curl up with 

your favorite book, get to know a new author/character, and to continue strengthening 

your reading skills that you and your teacher worked to strengthen this year. Below you 

will find a variety of activities to select from while reading your favorite books this 

summer.  

 

Keep a reading log/journal on the books 
you have read and make a list of the new 
words you have learned. Rite the new 
word, copy the sentence  in which it was 
used, write a definition using your own 
words, and draw a picture or symbol 
which reminds you what the word means.  

Write a character diary, writing at least 
five journal entries as if you are the main 
character in the story. Write down events 
that happen during the story and reflect 
on how they affected the character and 
why. 

Choose a character. Write whether or not 
you would want him/her for a sibling, 
parent, or friend, (choose one) and why. 

Create a poster/illustration advertising 
your book so someone else will want to 
read it. 

Write a poem about one of the characters. Create a timeline of the major events in 
your book. Use drawings or magazine 
cutouts to show the events along the 
timeline. Label each event. 

Draw a map of the book’s most important 
setting(s) and explain why those places 
are important. 

Pick the most important 
word/line/image/object/event in the 
chapter and explain why you chose it. Be 
sure to support your choice with 
examples. 

 
Write about a cause and effect 
relationship you found in the book. 

Write a one page “pitch” to a producer 
explaining why the story would or would 
not make a great movie. 

Send a postcard from one of the 
characters. Draw a picture on one side; 
write the message on the other. 

Create a Top Ten List in which you write 
and illustrate events and ideas you have 
learned from the book. 
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 Rising Eighth Graders  

Independent Summer Reading Activities  

Summer vacation is here and signals the opportunity for fun, sun, and spending time with 

friends and family. As you enjoy the summer, it is the perfect time to curl up with your 

favorite book, get to know a new author/character, and to continue strengthening your 

reading skills that you and your teacher worked to strengthen this year. Below you will find 

a variety of activities to select from while reading your favorite books this summer. 

Keep a reading log or journal on the 
books you have read and make a list 
of words you have learned. Write the 
new word, copy the sentence in which 
it is used, write a definition using your 
own words, and draw a picture or a 
symbol which reminds you what the 
word means. 

Draw/Paint a multi-colored cover 
for your book. It must be different 
from any other cover for that 
book. Write important “book 
jacket” information. 

Write a poem about one of the 
characters. 

Instead of traveling into the book, 
write a scene or story including 
pictures in which the character(s) 
travel out of the book into today. 

Write a paragraph telling about the 
title. Is it appropriate? Why not? If 
you feel it is not appropriate provide 
an alternate title and explain why this 
title is better. 

Plan a party for the characters in 
the book you read. Design an 
invitation to the party which 
would appeal to all of the 
characters.  Imagine that you are 
the characters in the book and tell 
what each would wear at the 
party. Tell what food you would 
serve and why.  Tell what games 
or entertainment you will provide 
and why your choices are 
appropriate.  Tell how the 
characters act at the party.  
 

Design a T-shirt that promotes 
your book and write a jingle to 
sell it. 

Write another beginning and ending 
for the story. Include 
drawing/sketches to illustrate the 
changes. 

Look through magazines for words 
and pictures that describe your book. 
Use these to create a collage on a 
bookmark. 

Write a character diary, writing at 
least six journal entries as if you 
are the main character in the 
story. Write down events that 
happen during the story and 
reflect on how they affected the 
character and why. 

Write an advice column and give 
the characters in the story advice 
on how to handle their 
problems/dilemmas. 

Create a Top Ten List in which you 
write and illustrate events or ideas 
you have learned from the book. 
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Rising Ninth Graders 

Independent Summer Reading Activities  

Summer vacation is here and signals the opportunity for fun, sun, and spending time with 

friends and family. As you enjoy the summer, it is the perfect time to curl up with your 

favorite book, get to know a new author/character, and to continue strengthening your 

reading skills that you and your teacher worked to strengthen this year. Below you will find 

a variety of activities to select from while reading your favorite books this summer.  

Imagine that you have been given the task of 
conducting a tour of the town in which the 
book you read is set. Write a video script or 
create a PowerPoint describing the homes of 
your characters and the places where 
important events in the book took place. Be 
creative! 

Make a timeline of the major events in the 
book you read. Be sure the divisions on 
the timeline reflect the time period in the 
plot. Use drawings, words or magazine 
cutouts to illustrate events along the 
timeline. 

Take a 3x5 card and write a summary of the 
events of the story on one side. On the other, 
analyze the importance of what happened and 
the reasons they happened. 

Imagine that the book you are reading has 
been challenged by a special interest group. 
Write a letter defending the book, using 
specific evidence from the book to support 
your ideas. 

Draw an empty head and inside of it draw 
any symbols, words, or images that are 
bouncing around in the mind of the 
character of a story. 

Write a biographical sketch of one character. Fill 
in what you don’t find in the text using your own 
imagination. 

Make a “wanted” poster for one of the 
characters or objects in your book. 
Include the following: (a) a drawing or cut out 
picture of the character or object, 
(b) a physical description of the character or 
object, (c) the character’s or object’s misdeeds 
(or deeds?), (d) other information about the 
character or object which is important, (e) the 
reward offered for the capture of the 
character or object. 

Find five websites a character in your 
book would most frequently visit. Include 
the websites and an explanation of why 
your character would choose these sites. 

Imagine that you are the author of the book you 
just read. Suddenly the book becomes a best 
seller. Write a letter to a movie producer to 
convince that person to make your book into a 
movie. Explain why the story, would make a good 
film. Suggest a filming location and the actors to 
play the various roles. 

Write a character diary, writing at least eight 
journal entries as if you are the main 
character in the story. Write down events that 
happened during the story and reflect on how 
they affected the character and why. 

Write a poem about one of the characters. As a literary agent, write a letter to the publishing 
company designed to persuade them to publish 
this book. 
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